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RECOMMENDED that: 
 
A The Committee note the current position in relation to this issue as set out in 

the report. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. At its meeting of 13 March 2014 the Council’s Cabinet resolved that the 

Council would pursue an approach to unauthorised advertising in the 
highway using delegated powers under the Highways Act 1980. Cabinet 
further resolved that in respect of its practice of licensing portable 
advertisements on land that it owns in the Town Centre, it would adopt a 
policy of minimising avoidable street advertising, that would result in the 
licensing of “A”-boards on such land being phased out by the end of March 
2015. 
 

2. This report advises Licensing Committee of the current position in relation to 
these matters. 

 
PHASING-OUT OF “A” BOARD LICENSING ON LAND OWNED BY THE 
COUNCIL IN THE TOWN CENTRE 

3. The policy adopted by Cabinet on 13 March 2014had the effect that from 1 
April 2014 any new licence issued would expire on 31 March 2015. Where a 
licence would last for a period shorter that one year, a pro rata licence fee 
would be charged. All Licences would then expire at the same time on  
31 March 2015.  
 

4. Since 1 April 2014 the Licensing Team has advised all existing licence 
holders and any businesses enquiring about licenses for new A-boards about 
this policy, and has applied the policy in respect of any licences issued.    
 

5. There are at the time of writing 11 A-board licences extant, which will expire 
on 31 March 2015.From that date no A-boards will be sanctioned by a licence 
issued by the Council. 



CONTROL OF UNAUTHORISEDADVERTISING SIGNAGE 

6. The policy adopted by Cabinet on 13 March 2014 was that, subject to formal 
approval by Essex County Council as the Highways Authority, Harlow Council 
would use powers in Section 132 of the Highways Act 1980, to engage a 
suitable contractor to remove from time to time signs and similar items placed 
on the highway without permission. 
 

7. A communications initiative would give a reasonable opportunity for 
unauthorised signs to be permanently removed, while also publicising the 
process to reinforce its deterrent value. 
 

8. Priority areas for attention would be identified in advance by canvassing Ward 
Councillors and by monitoring reports from members of the public. 
 

9. Implementation of this policy, which lies beyond the remit of the Licensing 
Committee and Licensing team, is dependent on the necessary staffing 
resources being available in the Council’s Properties and Facilities Team. 
However,it is anticipated that arrangements will be made to implement this 
policy with effect from April 2015.  

 
IMPLICATIONS 
 
Regeneration (includes Sustainability) 

Contained within the report. 

Author: Graeme Bloomer, Head of Regeneration 

 

Finance (Includes ICT) 
To be reported at the meeting. 

Author: Simon Freeman, Head of Finance  
 
Housing 

None specific. 

Author: Andrew Murray, Head of Housing 

 
Community Wellbeing (includes Equalities and Social Inclusion) 

The Council’s proposals in relation to unauthorised signage are expected to 
assist people with disabilities by reducing on-street “clutter”. 
Author: Michael Pitt, Environment & Licensing Manager for graham 
Branchett, Chief Operating Officer 
 
Governance (includes HR) 
None specific – report for noting. 

Author: Dimple Roopchand, Assistant Solicitor on behalf of  Brian Keane, 
Interim Head of Governance 
 


